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Green School Contest Winners for 2001 


The Connecticut Recyclers Coalition has chosen the winners in 
the Green School Contest for 2001. This annual contest is in its 
fourth year. It recognizes schools that are doing a great 
job recycling and can serve as mentors for other ~ 
schools that need to improve their recycling 
programs. The contest is co-sponsored by HP 
HOOD, who provides an ice cream party for all 
students and staff at each winning school. The 
schools also received a plaque at he annual meeting of the Connecticut NW <2X 
Recyclers Coalition in November. The winners are as follows: 


\ 








Elementary School- Ridge Hill School, Hamden - This school recycles all of the 
mandated items and many non-mandated items including plastic bottles #1 & #2, mixed 
paper, paper milk & drink boxes, nickel-cadmium batteries, and scrap metal. They have 
an outdoor composting demonstration site. Fifth grade students collect compostable 
materials from lunch waves. They have two "trashless lunch days" per year. The class 
that has the least trash wins a pizza party. They celebrate both America Recycles Day & 
Earth Day and environmental units are part of regular classroom instruction. Prepared a 
beautiful application. 


Middle School -Mansfield Middle School - Mansfield Middle School recycles all of the 
mandatory items and many non-mandatory items. Their program is especially notable for 
their school-wide collection of food scraps that started in October 2000. Last year, over 
4,000 Ibs. (2 tons) of food was composted. They buy recycled products such as toilet 
tissue, and copier paper. They also practice reuse and source reduction by making 
double-sided copies, using e-mail, they have a staff bookswap, refill ink cartridges, send 
magazines home with students for reuse and use other items like yogurt cups in their 
artroom for reuse. Best of all students from the elementary schools who have been 
composting are now able to continue that practice as they move up to higher grades. 


High School - Common Ground, New Haven - This High School recycles all of the 
mandated items and many non-mandated items as well. They compost all organic wastes 
and in fact have an organic farm located on site. The food scraps are fed to resident pigs 
and leaves and other garden waste is composted in a 3-bin system. They utilize recycled 
products including copy paper, tissue products and TREX lumber was used for bridges 
and animal housing. They make every effort to reduce waste through e-mail; doubled- 
sided copying and buying snacks in bulk. The school holds two environmental festivals 
per year to which the public is invited and some students volunteer with New Haven 
Ecology Project to teach younger students about environmental issues. 


Composting and Grasscycling Videos Distributed to all Conn. Libraries 


CT DEP has just completed a mass mailing of our two original videos, "Turning Your 
Spoils To Soil" and "Don't Trash Grass!", to all public libraries in Connecticut. The 
former video is about 15-minutes long and provides instruction on how set up your own 
home-composting bin. The latter video (about 11-minutes) describes how to successfully 


mulch your grass clippings back in to the lawn, a process called 
"grasscycling", saving both time and money. We encourage anyone 
who would like more information about either of these topics to visit 
their local library to borrow a copy. These videos also make nice 
holiday gifts. To order a copy @ $10 each, call the CT DEP Recycling 
Office at (860) 424-3238 or send a check for $10 (includes postage) to 
CT DEP Recycling Program, 79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT 06106. 





Poster Contest Winners Chosen 


On America Recycles Day, November 15, 2001, CT DEP held an 
awards ceremony for the twelve winners of the 11” Annual 
Poster/Calendar contest at the State Capitol. Lt Governor M. Jodi 

Rell and DEP Commissioner Arthur J. Rocque, Jr presented each 

student with a plaque made from recycled detergent bottles and a tote 
bag full of recycled products. The winning artwork is being made into a 
calendar. Copies of the calendar are sent to every Conn. school in mid-December. 
Copies of the calendar are available free on request to everyone while supplies last. To 
request a copy, please contact Meg Enkler at (860) 424-3238. A special congratulation 
goes out to two sisters, Bat Sheva and Rivka Levin, both from New Haven Hebrew Day 
School in Orange. This is the first time in the history of the contest that the artwork of 





two siblings appears on one of our calendars. The winners for 2001-02 are: 


Rivka Levin, 4" Grade 
New Haven Hebrew Day School, 
Orange 


Louis Chen, 4" Grade 
Southeast Elementary School, Mansfield 


Krissy Nolan, 4" Grade 
Gildersleeve School, Portland 


Thalia Prindle, 4" Grade 
Sharon Center School, Sharon 


Curtis Steen, 5" Grade 
North Center School, Southington 


Emily Schwartz, 5" Grade 
Bugbee School, West Hartford 


Susan Hannagan, 5" Grade 
Johnson School, Bethel 


Katherine Pearce, 5'" Grade 
Griswold Intermediate School 


Joelle Pagani, 6" Grade 
Bolton Center School, Bolton 


Sage McGee Guarnieri, 6" Grade 
East Shore Middle School 


Bat Sheva Levin, 6" Grade 
New Haven Hebrew Day School, 
Orange 


Yoko O'Hara, 6"" Grade 
Woodstock Middle School, Woodstock 


The Department of Environmental Protection is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer, 
providing programs and services in a fair and impartial manner. In conformance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, DEP makes every effort to provide equally effective services for persons with disabilities. 
Individuals with disabilities needing auxiliary aids and services, or for more information by voice or 


TYY/TDD call (860) 424-3000. 
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